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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 April 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-59 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 11-13 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE Claim(s) 1.2.6-10. 14.22.25-36.38.40-42.51-55 and 57-59 is/are rejected. 

7) E3 Claim(s) 3-5. 15-21.23.24.37.39.43-50 and 56 is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1 -1 0 and 1 4-56 in the 
reply filed on 4/10/2006 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 11-13 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 4/10/2206. 

Preliminary Amendment 

3. The preliminary amendment filed on 1 1/3/2004 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 34-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

I- Regarding claim 34, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because 
it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 50 (second occurrence)-57 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: the numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which 
requires the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the 
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prosecution. When claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. 
When new claims are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with 
the number next following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether 
entered or not). Misnumbered claims 50-57 have been renumbered 52-59. Claim 

Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-2,6-7,14,22,25-34,36,38,40-42,53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Post 6,273,298. 

Post discloses an apparatus for dispensing a plurality of fluids (col. 1, II. 23-34), 
which comprises a plurality of pumps (2), each pump having a connector (10) for 
releasably connecting a container (6) to the respective pump, each container holding a 
fluid and comprising a connector-counterpart as seen in Figure 4, at least one actuator 
(8) for releasing the containers from their respective connectors, the actuator being 
adapted to operatively engage the connector-counterpart and, upon engaging the 
counterpart, the adaptor capable of pulling the same onto the connector and 
establishing a fluid connection between the respective pump and the container (col. 3, II. 
14-67 onto col. 4, II. 1-16), the connectors are mounted on a turntable/receptacle (1). 

9. Claims 8-10,51-52,54-55,57-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by DeGroff et al. 4,473,173. 
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DeGroff et al. disclose an apparatus for dispensing a plurality of fluids as seen in 
Figure 1 , which comprises a plurality of metering pumps (16) connected to a container 
(10), a weighing device for measuring the weight of the fluid (col. 2, II. 43-57), a data 
processing device (40) comprising a memory for storing at least one parameter 
indicative of the required accuracy of the weight measurement to be carried out and 
wherein the length of the time interval during which the weight measurements are 
carried out is selected depending on the stored parameter (col. 5, II. 60-68 onto col. 6, II. 
1-44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Post 
6,273,298. 

Post has taught all the features of the claimed invention except that the 
concentrations of the developer are in a range from 0 to 20 percent. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Post's concentrations to be in a range from 0 to 20 
percent, since it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are 
disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only 
routine skill in the art. As per MPEP 2144.05 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 2. Claims 3-5, 1 5-21 ,23-24,37,39,43-50,56 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sindoni 6,269,978 discloses other types of apparatus for 
dispensing a plurality of fluids. 

1 4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frederick C. Nicolas whose telephone number is (571 )- 
272-4931 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P. Shaver, can be reached on 571-272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



FN 

June 22, 2006 




C. Nicolas 
PiSmafry Examiner 
Art Unit 3754 



